Ms. Picket’s Academic Year Schedule: Bar Graph
by Sam Ford


It is the end of July and Ms. Picket, an 11th grade American English teacher, gets a call from the assistant principal Mrs. Mucknfuss.  It seems that the principal, Mrs. Fussmucker, is in a tizzy about projected teacher schedules for the upcoming academic year.  Therefore, Mrs. Mucknfuss is calling around to all the teachers to have them send in a projected time-allocation schedule.

Being a good teacher and a good employee, Ms. Picket says she will sit down right now and write something down to send in.  Ms. Picket, true to her word, sits down to figure out a tentative schedule for the school year and create a bar graph to send her principal.  She has 180 days to work with, five-day weeks, 180/5 is . . . 36 weeks to schedule.  As a preparation for the OGT’s each teacher in her grade has been asked to review a fundamental skill set for their subject.  Mrs. Fussmucker has asked her to review grammar and diagramming sentences.  Ms. Picket really does not like those things about English so she decides to put that first on her schedule as a way to warm the students up after the three-month break.  Ms. Picket also knows that she has to teach a novel in her class so she puts that down for six weeks.  Here is the tentative schedule for the year that Ms. Picket was able to come up with, ordered the way she intends to teach it in her class:
Weeks / Subject
2, Grammar



2, Diagramming


3, Colonial Writers

2, Revolutionary Writers

2, The Short Story

3, Principles of Writing a Short Story


6, Novel




1, OGT Preparation


4, The Research Paper

5, Two American Plays

4, Multi-genre Paper

2, Open Time

Ms. Picket puts two weeks on her schedule as “Open Time” in case she runs into problems or the students get into something and she wants to explore it more.  This does mean that there are two weeks of unscheduled time, so if everything goes to plan Ms. Picket has to fill up two weeks of time.  However, keep in mind this is a tentative schedule and school policy and curriculum change all the time so she may arrive in the middle of August to set up her room to find something added and she will have to take time away from something else to fit in the new material.
